Words to Live and Die By
“I wish to have no connection with any ship that does not sail fast; for I intend to go
in harm's way.” These were the words of the naval officer John Paul Jones as he sought opportunity to fight for his
country against the mighty British Empire. When pressed in a sea battle with a British warship to surrender, Jones fired
back these words, “I have not yet begun to fight!”

“Give me liberty or give me death!”

This was part of a speech given in 1775 by Patrick Henry in a call to
arms against the British. Knowing that his audience was composed of individuals from various colonies, Henry boldly
declared his true priorities in life, “I am not a Virginian – I am an American!”

“You will never know how much it cost the present generation to preserve your
freedom. If you do not, I shall repent in Heaven that I ever took half the pains to
preserve it.” This was a statement of frustration written by John Adams to his wife, Abigail, in 1777, voicing the lack
of progress of the war against England. Knowing how fragile democracy was, he further issued a warning to all future
generations not to take their freedom for granted. To emphasize the seriousness of the current war, he further issued this
dire warning, “Liberty once lost, is lost forever.”

“We shall all hang together, or assuredly, we will all hang separately.”

When witnessing

the division of loyalties of his fellow countrymen, Benjamin Franklin warned of half-heartedness in their fight for freedom.

“The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time.”

In order to bridle the fighting spirit
of the day and to compel the people to see the war to its completion, Thomas Jefferson echoed the purpose for the present
and coming sacrifices.

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” A
surprising voice during the American Revolution was a member of Britain’s Parliament, Edmund Burke. He chose to side
with the Americans in their quest for freedom. His stirring words calling for action continues to ring true today.

“If there must be trouble, let it be in my day that my child may have peace.”

An
illustration of God’s sovereignty in our fight for freedom was demonstrated in the life of Thomas Paine, one of the
founding fathers. Though he had a strong distaste for organized religion, he was used by God to stir the hearts and souls of
men to help ignite the Revolutionary War and to win in the struggle for freedom.

“We fight, get beat, rise and fight again.” The hand of God in our nation’s war for freedom was repeatedly
seen against the dismal backdrop of how grossly outnumbered we were against the mightiest army in the world. General
Nathaniel Greene summed up the resolute fighting spirit of our forefathers in 1781. Outgunned and outmanned, but
relying upon God, the colonists were undeterred.

“Where liberty dwells, there is my country.”

While Benjamin Franklin spent years abroad seeking help
and assistance for our nation, he never lost sight of liberty, our truest desire as a nation.

“The Constitution is the guide which I will never abandon.”

Issuing a warning to all future
generations who would hope to change the direction of our country, George Washington wisely pointed to a powerful
conviction of his. The Constitution, penned by godly men, was to be the guiding light of our nation for all future
generations.
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